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The Image of Organic Agriculture 

We will deal with the state of organic agriculture on all 5 continents: Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia and Oceania. Let us 

observe which continents are neighboring to each other, which are economically independent and which are not.   
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PURPOSE 

•  To introduce the concept of organic agriculture 

•  To separate the two concepts: conventional and organic agriculture 

•  To present the evolution and the trends on a global scale 

•  To describe the production of products, their promotion and consumer demand 

• To highlight the need to create an internationally recognized standard with the principles that 

govern it 
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The purpose of this section is to introduce the concept of organic agriculture and to distinguish it from the conventional one, to present the global 

development and trends of organic farming products and to highlight the need to create an internationally recognized standard and principles 

with which is governed. 
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Expected results 

•  To make the trainees aware of the problems created by the methods of conventional agriculture 

and animal husbandry 

•  To raise awareness and help them understand: 

•  the value of the natural environment 

•  the quality of organically grown food 

• To describe the state of organic farming 
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At the end of this Unit I would expect you to realize the problems posed by the methods of conventional agriculture and animal husbandry, to 

raise awareness and understand the value of the natural environment and the quality of organically grown food. 

 

Additional expected results 

•  To recognize the usefulness of the organic farming model 

•  To understand key concepts 

•  To refer to nostalgic images of traditional and quality agriculture 
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I would also expect you to be able to recognize the usefulness of the organic farming model, understand the key concepts and be able to look 

back at the nostalgic images of traditional agriculture from your childhood. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 

•  agro-ecosystem 

•  biodiversity 

•  biogeochemical cycles 

•  Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) 

•  Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

•  soil erosion 

•  organic matter 

•  desertification 

•  standards 
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The concepts that we will deal with in this Unit are: agro-ecosystem, biodiversity, biogeochemical cycles, genetically modified organisms, 

Common Agricultural Policy, soil erosion, organic matter, desertification and standards. We need them to describe the relationship between 

organisms in nature, the problems posed by conventional agriculture and the development plans of the European Union. 

 

Historical Background 

Olive collection in Ancient Greece  
 

ARCHEOGNOMON : The Olive Tree. The beginning and continuation in the Greek world. 

Historical Background  

Historical Background  

The importance of agriculture is great and is reflected in the amphorae of Minoan Crete. The cultivation of olive trees, for 

example, shapes modified agro-ecosystems. 
 

The purpose of cultivating the land and raising animals was the constant satisfaction of 

the following human needs: 



 

Click here 

 

Click on the pictures below and discover the human needs covered by the cultivation of the land. 
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Historical Background 1 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

Decoration 

Timber  



 

Clothing - protection 

 

Diet  
 

   Traditional home farming 
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Historical Background 2 

When the countryside was more lively, each household had its own vegetables and thus ensured self-sufficiency regarding 

the diet of its members. 
 

   Use of technology in the irrigation of crops.  

 

TEI of Epirus Open eClass | Irrigation (Theory) 
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Historical Background 3 

Irrigation with such modern means of extensive crops as maize is typical of conventional agriculture. 
 

Bait sprays against dacus | First Daily Newspaper of Ilia ... 

   Application of pesticides in olive cultivation 
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Historical Background 4 

The use of pesticides in conventional crops is done with the aim of maximizing yields, increasing the number of citizens fed 

per farmer,  
 

Historical Background 5  
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Historical Background 5  

Urbanism intensifies and the countryside is abandoned according to... 

Historical Background 6  

 

Historical Background 6 

The cities became suffocatingly full, like the one in the photo. Urbanism went hand in hand with technological development. 
 

Changes in land use and rural abandonment - Botany 
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Historical Background 7 

While the abandonment of the countryside, with a decrease of the active population and the decrease of the arable land is 



evident, many terraces remained uncultivated. 
 

The suffocation cages: Scandal due to the living conditions of the cows of Marks & Spencer (pics) 

Historical Background 8  

 

     Intensification in animal husbandry: Genetically improved cows are raised in suffocation cages, 

using antibiotics and growth hormones. 

 

Historical Background 8 

The intensification of production did not leave livestock farming intact. Genetically modified cows are raised in suffocation 

cages using antibiotics and growth hormones for what else: rapid weight gain and profit. 
 

new name same GMO 

     From the genetic code of a genetically modified organism (GMO) the genes that are considered 

useless are extracted and transferred to completely different organisms. 
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Historical Background 9 

In order to increase the production and therefore the profit of the food companies, there is an intervention in the genetic 

code of many plants, such as corn and soy, with consequences unknown to nature and the health of humans and animals. 
 

• The impact of conventional agriculture: 
 

Table with 3 columns and 7 rows 

Α/Α 

 

Controlled product 

 

Excesses 

in pesticides 

residues (%) 

 

1 



 

Legumes  

 

11,1 

 

2 

 

Spieces and  

Nuts  

 

8,1 

 

3 

 

Grapes  

 

6,6 

 

4 



 

Green vegetables 

5,8 

 

5 

 

Nightshade vegetables (tomatoes, peppers) 

 

6,2 

 

6 

 

Citrus fruits 

3,4 

 

Degradation of the quality and safety of the produced products 

 

Impact 1 
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Historical Background 10 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

• Impact of conventional agriculture: 
 

Soil pollution 

 

Impact 2 
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Historical Background 11 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

• Impact of conventional agriculture 

 

Depletion of soils from nutrients and water. The result: soil erosion and desertification of the area. 

 

Impact 3 
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Historical Background 12 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

Pinios is filled with.... pollution. 

Historical Background 13 

 

The reckless use of pesticides and fertilizers leads to the accumulation of nitrates and phosphates in 

rivers and subsoil. 

 

Historical Background 13 

Rivers, such as the Pinios in the photo, which receive tons of pesticides and fertilizers daily, are deteriorating. They are a 



source of germs as these quantities become toxic to plants and animals in the surrounding area, which die tragically. 
  

The problems of conventional agriculture have been evident since the 70s: 

• Resistance of many plant pests to the active substances of pesticides 

• Extermination of beneficial organisms 

• Predatory exploitation of natural resources (ores, soil organic matter, plants and animals) 

•  And therefore reduction of biodiversity and collapse of the ecological balance of agro-

ecosystems 
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Historical Background 14 

Let us look at some of the problems posed by the intensification of agriculture in nature and the plant-animal systems that 

survive. Resistance of plant pests to pesticides is created and therefore their use is multiplied, beneficial organisms are killed 

and therefore, the balance collapses.  
 



Thousands of acres of crops have already been destroyed by locusts (Source of the photo: ΕPA) 

Favorable conditions for locust breeding have led to the destruction of thousands of acres of crops. 

 

“Biblical” invasion of millions of locusts in Sardinia - In despair... 

Historical Background 15 

 

Historical Background 15 

Therefore, the collapse of the ecological balance occurs with the massive invasion of locusts, the size of a finger, which we 

see in the image on the left, devouring cultivated areas, with the result we see in the image on the right, from the African 

country, Kenya. https://www.lifo.gr/now/perivallon/266934/terastio-sminos-apo-akrides-katastrefei-kalliergeies-stin-afriki-

me-mikos-60-xlm-platos-40-xlm 

 

• The following problems were also created: 
 

Problem 1 

 

Problem 2 



 

Problem 3 

 

Water and soil pollution 

Air pollution and therefore aggravation of the greenhouse effect  
 

Residues of pesticides and other toxic substances in agricultural products, food scandals, such as the “mad cows” 

in 1998 
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Historical Background 16 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 



 

The impasse of conventional agriculture leads to alternative forms of agriculture, which: 

• Keep up with the technological progress 

• Save natural resources 

• Respect the laws and limits of nature 

• Are effective 

•  Are reliable, safe and quality 
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Historical Background 17 

In this context, the model of sustainable agriculture was proposed, which manages the agro-ecosystem in a holistic way, and 

includes integrated management and organic farming. It tries to restore the way of thinking, in which nature is treated with 

respect and the producer realizes that he must finally keep up with it and accept its laws and limits and not ignore them. 
 



The goals of organic farming are to: 

•  Increase biodiversity 

•  Increase the biological activity of soils 

•  Recycle residues of plant and animal origin in order to maintain soil fertility 

•  Ensure the hygiene, safety and quality of food 
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Historical Background 18 

Let us refer to the objectives of organic farming, which is expected to increase biodiversity and the biological activity of soils, 

the recycling of production residues to maintain soil fertility and quality food for humans and animals. 
 

Organic animal husbandry is based on the link between the animals and the agricultural area from 

which their food comes. 
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Historical Background 19 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

The animals are fed with organically grown corn and grains (hay and grass) in large protected 

grasslands.  

 

Historical Background 20 

 

Historical Background 20 

The hens in the photo are looking for their food in the grass in a fenced area.20 



https://www.flowmagazine.gr/to_viologiko_kreas_sti_zoi_mas/ 

 

•  In 1924 the Austrian Rudolf Steiner relied on the writings of the ancient Greeks, Roman and Byzantine 

naturalists and doctors in order to study the growth of plants, organizing the "Agricultural Course" and 

establishing biodynamic agriculture. 

•  The English Sir Albert Howard (1873-1947) made a major contribution to the revolution, drawing on 

traditional techniques in India, and on the organic farming movement in his book “An Agricultural 

Testament” in 1940. 
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Historical Background 21 

New forms of organic farming have appeared since the first decades of the 20th century, while its first movements are 

associated with various spiritual and internal ideas of philosophical basis and aim at human development through various 

activities including healthy eating and living.  
 

•  In Switzerland, a movement with initial economic and socio-political motives, such as self-sufficiency 



and local consumption, was created and 

• then expanded to also include the protection of the environment, the quality of nutrition and the 

evolution of mild - renewable energy sources. 
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Historical Background 22 

This movement abandons the model of full autonomy of the typical agricultural company and begins to accept some natural 

inputs, such as minerals for soil enrichment. The main representatives were Hans Mueller and Hans Peter Rusch. 
 

•  In 1940, after World War II, the Soil Association is founded in the United Kingdom. 

•  It aims to highlight the role of organic matter and biological activity of the soil for the growth of 

healthy plants. 

•  Soil-plant-animal-human communication is promoted. 

• Representatives are Eve Balfour and Albert Howart. 
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Historical Background 23 

In the United Kingdom after World War II the need to promote natural agriculture and soil-plant-animal-human 

communication is strongly expressed. 
 

•  At the same time in France, two main movements are created: 

•  The first was by doctors and physiotherapists aiming at a healthy diet. 

•  The second was by rural people aiming at soil fertility for the growth of healthy plants. 
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Historical Background 24 

Later on, consumer cooperatives were established in urban centers for the systematic promotion of organic products. 
 

•  In Asia, organic farming was first spread through Japan by Masanodu Fukuoka (1913-2008). 

•  He was the first to inspire and apply the "natural farming" or Fukuoka Technique. 



•  It relies on the simultaneous sowing of different plants placed in clay pellets, before the rainy season. 

 

Masanodu Fukuoka, 

 (1913-2008) 

 

Click here! 
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Historical Background 25 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

•  The Fukuoka method is applied in our country by Pan. Manikis, farmer-agronomist. 



•  Fukouoka himself visited Arnissa in Pella in 1998. Important recorded material has been saved from his 

visit. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCShsnDn2QQ 
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“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
  

Organic Farming in the World 

• The objectives of organic farming: 



 

Objective 1 

 

Objective 3 

 

Objective 5 

 

Increasing biodiversity throughout the agro-ecosystem  
 

Increasing the biological activity of soil 

Objective 2 

 

Objective 4 

 

Maintaining soil fertility 

Recycling of plant and animal residues in order to restore the nutrients of the soil  
 



Using of renewable resources 

Objectives of organic agriculture 1 

 

Objectives of organic agriculture 1 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

• The objectives of organic farming: 
 

Objective 6 

 

Objective 7 

 

Objective 8 



 

promoting the proper use of soil, water and air for hygiene and safety  
 

handling of agricultural products with emphasis on processing methods to maintain the biological integrity and quality 

of products at all stages  
 

possibility to determine the required time period of conversion of the crop from conventional to 

organic  
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Objectives of organic agriculture 2 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 



 

•  In 2006, according to data from "ΔΗΩ", it was observed that: 
 

The total bio-cultivated area amounted to 305,581,830 acres and 633,891 farms. 

 

Oceania is the continent with the largest percentage of cultivated land in the whole amount of organically cultivated land in the world. 
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Organic Farming in the World 1 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

• In 2006, according to data from "ΔΗΩ", it was observed that: 



 

The total amount of organic farms amounted to 633,891. 

 

The continent with the largest percentage of organic farms in the world was Europe, followed by Latin America. 
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Organic Farming in the World 2 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
  

In 2006, in terms of countries in the world with organically cultivated areas, Australia ranks first, followed 

by Argentina, China and the USA. 
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Organic Farming in the World 3 

For the same year, 2006, the ranking of countries based on the number of organic farms is the 

following: Mexico, Italy, Uganda and Sri Lanka.  
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Organic Farming in the World 4 

In 2006, according to the percentage of organic cultivation on the total agricultural area, the first 

country is Liechtenstein, followed by Austria, Switzerland and Italy. 
 

Organic Farming in the World 5 

 

Organic Farming in the World 5 



• In Latin America: 
 

Microclimate and biodiversity benefit organic farming. 

 

In countries such as Brazil, Argentina and Peru, organic products enjoy the same price as conventional products. 

 

Many producers associations were soon created and that is how small producers continue to exist. 

 

In countries such as Paraguay, Argentina and Brazil, organic farmers have a problem with the widespread use of genetically modified soybean and corn crops. 

Relevant legislation is developed and scientific guidance is provided without the provision of financial aid. 
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“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 



and the systems that they compose. 
 

• In Africa: 

 

Low publicity 

However, it is gaining ground due to the growing demand from developed countries. 

 

In 1999, Tunisia became the first African country to establish a regulation adopting a national program to increase organic production. 

 

In 2017, Tunisia occupied 757 thousand hectares of organic farming, the largest biological area of land destined for olive cultivation, with more than 629,000 acres, 

corresponding to 15.5% of its olive groves.  
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“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 



The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

• In Asia: 

 

Organic products are mainly produced by: Japan, Turkey and Israel (fruits and vegetables). 

 

China, India, Sri Lanka and Korea (cocoa, coffee, vegetables, spices, rice, tea, vanilla). 

 

In 2017 organic olive groves covered 41 thousand acres. 
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“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 



The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 

• In Oceania: 

 

Australia has had national standards since 1992. 

 

In 2002, 70.7 acres were cultivated - the largest area in the world - which belong to the church and are intended mainly for grazing. 
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“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 



 

• In North America: 
 

In 2002, more than 10.3 million acres were organically cultivated. 

 

In 2017 the organic olive groves covered an area of 1,800 acres. 
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Organic Farming in the World 10 

“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
 



International Market 

Organic farming and livestock products are available: 

• In grocery stores 

• In specialized stores for organic products 

• In specific markets in bulk 

• In the same farms where they are produced 

•  Delivered by producers in boxes to the house of the consumer 

  

The State of the International Market 1 

 

The State of the International Market 1 

In most developed countries, organic products cover the full range of the food market. They are available in supermarkets, in grocery stores, in 

specialized stores for natural and organic products, in specific public markets and in the very farms where they are produced or delivered by the 

producers themselves in boxes to the house of the consumer. 

 

•  Buyers of organic farming and livestock products are mainly from: 

• European countries  

• Japan, and 

• North America 



• They look for products in African, Asian and Latin American countries for the following reasons: 

•  They consume out-of-season products in their countries 

•  There is a shortage of products in season 

•  They consume large amounts of coffee, tea, cocoa, tropical fruits, vegetables, herbs, spices and 

dried fruits 

•  They consume products of superior quality, eg South African wine. 
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The State of the International Market 2 

Developing countries are expected to penetrate more into the markets of developed countries. Buyers of organic products, mainly in Europe, 

Japan and North America, are expected to increasingly turn to organic production in the developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America.  

 

•  In 2018, 114 countries exported organic products to the European Union. 

•  There are 13 equivalent countries, from which 13% of organic products are imported. 

• A special regime agreement for the marketing of organic products has been signed with Chile in 

2017. 
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The State of the International Market 3 

Internationally Recognized Standards 

The need for internationally recognized standards 1 

 

•  Consumer demand for organic products is linked to the human need for healthy eating, natural living 

and community participation. 

•  The field of organic farming has three forms: 

•  Social movement 

•  Scientific sector  

•  Production sector 

•  Therefore, it offers financial interests. 
 
 

The need for internationally recognized standards 1 

Consumer demand for organic products is constantly increasing and has been linked to the response to the mad cow crisis, bird flu and the 

spread of genetically modified organisms (GMOs). After all, in Europe there are many people who consider organic farming important for the 



protection of the environment. It is not only a method of agricultural production, but also a complete proposal for life.  

 

The need for internationally recognized standards 2 

 

•  Therefore, there is a need for specific and harmonized rules for the protection and information of 

producers and consumers. 

•  In 1972 the world organic farming movement was embodied with the Establishment of the 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM). 

 
 

 

 

The need for internationally recognized standards 2 

The need for internationally recognized standards 3 

 

• It is based on the following Principles: 

•  The principle of Soil, Animal, Human and Planet Health as an indivisible whole, 

• The principle of Ecology, which maintains natural cycles 

•  The principle of equality 



• The principle of precaution based on prudence and responsibility, and ensuring the health of 

future generations. 
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•  These principles are described in a context that provides us with a global measure of the organic 

farming approach. 

• Its purpose is to: 

•  Transfer knowledge to its members 

•  Inform the public 

•  Support and promote organic farming internationally 

•  Establish global standards for the production, processing and marketing of products. 
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• The following bodies also participated in the creation of recognized standards: 
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“Biodiversity means the diversity of living organisms of all origins, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 

ecosystems and ecological complexes of which they are a part. It also includes diversity within species, between species and 

ecosystems." In a few words, biodiversity is defined as the diversity of life in all its forms (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) and at 

all levels of its organization (genes, organisms, ecosystems). 

The concept of biodiversity therefore embraces all life on Earth. It includes the way of expressing or appreciating the 

diversity that exists at the various levels of life organization. It reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms 

and the systems that they compose. 
  

European Union 

 

WHO 

 

FAO  
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•  In 2008, on a global scale, 69 countries already had their own regulations for organic products. 

•  At the same time, 21 countries were in the process of drafting regulations. 

•  In 2007 an agreement was signed between the countries of East Africa and the East African Organic 

Mark was created. 
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